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Ban Bo Thong Gold Mine Museum

Tambol Bo Thong, Kabinburi District, Prachinburi Province

Department of Primary Industries and Mines (DPIM) is a government agency under the Ministry of Industry. It is
responsible for managing, organizing and developing mining industries and primary industries with sustainable
development concept. It aims to increase the industrial productivity and competitiveness, and to fulfill the demand of

mineral resources utilization while protecting environmental quality and the public safety.

Regarding its environmental protection related to mining activities, the department has played an important role in
post-mined land rehabilitation, especially the mined-out land owned by the government. For the past 20 years, DPIM has set
up and implemented many rehabilitation projects for local utilization such as recreation park, forest plantation, public
grazeland and also the memorial parks for the King and the Queen’s Birthday celebrations. These mined land rehabilitation

projects are located in Phuket, Songkla, Trung, Yala and Ranong provinces.

The gold deposits at Ban Bo Thong, Kabinburi district, Prachinburi Province, was found in 1871 which was in the
reign of the King Rama V. Between 1873 and 1878, Prapreechakolakarn, the governor of Muang Prachinburi, was assigned
to mine the site by using underground mining method (digging deep holes, shafts and tunnels into gold bearing rocks).
Because of the depletion of gold ore reserve in shallow level, the mine was closed in 1878. After that the foreign joint
venture companies named the Kabin Syndicate of Siam and the Societe des Mines de Kebin came in and mined the site by
using the underground mining method to exploit the gold ores in deeper level. However, the operation was shut down when
the World War I began. In 1950, Department of Mines (now the DPIM) set up the Center of Mining Industry. These gold
deposits were came into operation again during 1950 and 1957. There was the record of 55 kilogrammes of pure gold

obtained during these years.

From the long historical perspective of gold mine at Ban Bo Thong, DPIM in cooperation with Prachinburi
Province and Bo Thong Tambol Administrative Authority reclaimed the mined-out area about 6.50 acres, which is owned
by the Bo Thong Tambol Administrative Authority, to be a Gold Mine Museum. The main activities also consist of

collecting, preserving and conserving gold mining instruments and mining gears, and rehabilitating the surrounding area. It



is hoped that the Gold Mine Museum will be using for an educational center of gold mining, a new recreation area for the

local use, and can be developed to be a new tourist attraction site of the Prachinburi Province in the near future.

The official opening of Ban Bo Thong Gold Mine Museum was on January 14, 2005 by the Director-General of

the DPIM and the Prachinburi Governor. Presently, the using and maintenance of the Museum is under the responsibility of

Bo Thong Tambol Administrative Authority.
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